
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Oct. 19. 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 

1950. 

 

D. W. PACKARD 
 

This is D. W. Packard's twelfth year as postmaster at Oak Harbor--a job which he likes better than any he has ever 

held. 

And Packard is well-qualified at meeting the public as most of the positions he has held have been as salesman or 

similar work. 

D. W. Packard was born at Riverside, Calif., in 1876 where his father was one of the pioneer orange orchardists.  

Packard was raised in the country and attended high School at Los Angeles where he trained for work as a produce 

supply house salesman. 

In 1899 Packard, with his father, joined the gold rush to Alaska where the elder Packard had claims at the head 

waters of the Yukon. They worked the claim for nearly a year, but the gold deposits there were suitable only for 

larger hydraulic mining methods, so they soon returned to the states. 

"My work in Alaska was running a pack train," Packard explained. "We took horses up with us and I packed 

supplies in to the mines.  I certainly enjoyed the work and it was a unique experience." 

When Packard returned he went to Seattle where he was employed seven years by the Seattle Hardware company. 

In l907 his health broke and he spent a year in Eastern Washington in the contracting business with his father. 

Then, after a time as city buyer for the Puget Machinery Depot, Packard was for five years inspector of weights 

and measures for the City of Seattle. 

In 1918 for a honeymoon trip, Mr. and Mrs. Packard came to Whidby Island where they had bought a farm near 

West Beach.  Mrs. Packard was formerly a school teacher. They have two daughters. 

"I certainly like Whidby Island for a place to live," Packard said.  My favorite sport is fly fishing, but I haven't had 

time to do any for the past several years." 

He is a member of the Modern Woodmen and is Supt. of the Methodist Sunday School here. 



 


